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Iberico Gentili Lectures agl is an annual
appointment held every spring at the
University of Macerata involving interna-
tionally distinguished academics, judges,
legal scholars willing to deliver three
lectures on a topic dealing with Comparative
Constitutional Law in the broadest sense
that they did not specifically treated before.

he agl take their name from Alberico
Gentili, a protestant dissident born in San
Ginesio who, in the late Sixteenth century,
escaped from religious persecutions and
ended up as a professor at Oxford University.
His experience as an immigrant, because of
his diversity and the religious minority he
belonged to, inspired us in devising these
annual meetings around the theme of diver-
sity loosely and broadly interpreted.

Moreoven our guests are invited also to share

with our community how their personal
experience of diversity - if they had any -
contributed to shape them as intellectuals
and human beings. Finally, each appoint-
ment of the agl forms the basis of original
volumes published in a special book series

by Il Mulino.

In 2017, our guest is SONIA SOTOMAYOR,

U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice,
whose life epitomises how determination,
confidence, and commitment can overcome
serious difficulties in life and make one’s
own dreams true. On this occasion, the agl
present themselves exceptionally renovated.
After her participation in the Inauguration
Day and the launch of the Italian version of
her memoir, Justice Sotomayor takes part
with other fellow colleagues in the Compa-
ring Constitutional Justice (CCJ) seminar
series, convened by the University of Mace-
rata and the Queen’s University Belfast,
with the aim of bringing together justices
and scholars from a diversity of jurisdi-
ctions to discuss and compare different
experiences, cultures, and contexts in the
field of constitutional justice.

Our two institutions have jointly conceived

and nurtured this initiative, with the aspira-
tion of establishing a continuing forum for
dialogue among justices. The remarks
delivered at every seminar will then form
the basis of edited volumes, to be published
by Cambridge University Press or Oxford
University Press, in order to ensure that the
discussion initiated in Macerata and Belfast
reaches a wider audience.
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